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Caldwell, Taylor 
Never Victorious, Never Defeated 
McGraw-Hill. Apr. 27, 1954. 549p. $3.95. 


Never Victorious, Never Defeated romance 
great railroad and fabulous family,” quote the 
cover blurb. The great railroad the Interstate, estab- 
Aaron Witt the 1830’s small family 
line eastern Pennsylvania. Our account begins 
the 1860’s, when the Civil War, the quickening in- 
dustrialization America and the genius its founder 
have already transformed the railroad into organiza- 
tion considerable size, wealth and power. The lives 
five successive generations Witts revolve about 
“the road,” they struggle among themselves for con- 
trol and against all comers make into gigantic 
railroad empire. 


And the Witts are fabulous. They grapple with the 
problems life well those railroading, and 
their trials are marvelously complicated their own 
personality quirks and breathtaking series mis- 
adventures. 


addition, the story the Witts and the Inter- 
state also the story the changing America these 
eventful decades, the revolution our social, eco- 
nomic and political structure: the rise the middle 
class, the growth the cities, industrialization, cen- 
tralization. The narrative brings the nation and the 
Witts almost the present, the 1930’s and the 
one hundredth anniversary the founding the line. 


Despite melodramatic plot, incredible pasteboard 
characters, awkward and cliché-ridden style, the 
story the Witt family and the growth their 
railroad has nevertheless the power absorb. 
Caldwell heavy-handed, but energetic puppeteer. 
the characters are types and superficially drawn, 
there least great variety types, and much 
happens them and all around them that interest 
cannot flag for long. 


Unhappily, however, this more than period ro- 
mance; also novel with message—or, rather, 
number messages. are assured man’s eternal 
endurance, “never victorious, never defeated,” his 
need for faith, and hundred other less tenable 
things. Catholicism receives admiring attention but 
misrepresented, (as practically everything else), 
kind triumphant sentimentalism imposed Cal- 
vinist base. Perhaps should not take the author’s 
pronouncements too seriously, since they are generally 


presented only semi-coherently and are very often can- 
celled out contradictory preachments succeeding 
paragraphs. But the excursions into ethics, religion, 
psychology, historic, economic and political theory are 
not merely ignorant and mawkish; often they include 
the most alarming moral judgments and dangerous 
simplifications, half-truths and grotesque fictions the 
representation history. 


few samples: the end justifies the means; the idealist 
the villain the ages; regulation the power 
industry means the end personal liberty; the gradu- 
ated income tax Communist weapon designed 
destroy freedom; and more this vein. the story 
draws closer the present day, the tone grows more 
hysterical the version history grows wilder. World 
War was engineered the Marxists (or socialist- 
liberal-idealist-advocates federal income tax, all 
lumped together) ruin the free governments. Finally, 
all these evil characters, who are plotting World 
War the novel ends, are united sinister inter- 
national society called the Silent Masters! 
This nonsense may thought add profundity 
significance otherwise routine costume romance, 
but found only irritating. 

Horchler, 

St. Peter’s College, 

Jersey City, New Jersey 
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Robertson Sharp Cesbron 
BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—MAY 
SELECTION 
Robertson, Whales and Men 


Knopf. Apr. 26, 1954. 300p. $4.50. 


The formality this title, created the use the 
little preposition, not ill-suited the work done. 
Out little known modern industry, repellent the 
subject may inherently, the ship’s doctor whaler 
has produced book that stands its own worth- 
while writing. 

Readers avid for “adventure” will find sufficient here, 
the stories the contemporary whale hunters and 
the reminiscences the explorer, Shackleton, make 
the volume must. But there much more 
found. For the author psychiatrist, and intelli- 
gent man, with eye for the meaning things, and 
the personages with whom lived for eight long 
months the Antarctic were also intelligent, philo- 
sophical, shrewd, and voluble. 


would difficult indeed pin down the precise 
quality Dr. Robertson’s writing that makes the book 
good. easier say that whatever the predilec- 
tions the reader, will find Whales and Men 
something—something surprising, something exciting, 
something merely fascinating. The doctor’s well 
wrought and simple prose adds much the essential 
quality. 

The readers should, however, adults. 


Clinton Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Sharp, Margery The Gipsy the Parlour 
Little, Brown. Apr. 15, 1954. 247p. $3.50. 


This novel may not have any great significance, but 
thoroughly entertaining and superbly written. 


The material hackneyed enough: set mid-Victorian 
days, first shows three the men the Sylvester 
family, tall efficient, taciturn creatures, living their 
farm Devon with their tall, efficient but means 
taciturn wives. They are shown through the eyes 
cousin, little girl eleven years old, who wonder- 
fully conveys idea bigness—big people, large- 
heartedness, boisterous laughter, huge masculine ap- 
petites, generous womanly mothering. Husbands and 
wives are all simple people and the three sisters-in-law 
are mightily congenial. Into this atmosphere, sooth- 
ing the little cousin who comes there summer after 
summer, steps Fanny Davis, small and alien, the bride- 
to-be the more complex, youngest Sylvester, Stephen. 
Her arrival coincides with the return from Australia 
Charles, son Tobias, the eldest the Sylvesters. 
Fanny promptly developes mysterious mid-Victorian 
weakness and, indefinitely putting off her marriage 
Stephen, remains the “gipsy the parlour,” domineer- 
ing over the other women and bringing the first discord 
into the family Charlotte, Tobias’ wife, waits her 
day and night, the resentment the others who see 
through Fanny’s airs and graces. How brought 
light that Fanny scheming marry Charles, the heir 
the farm, and that Charles, though fascinated first 
her eerie charm, has fallen love with robust 


woman the type his uncles’ wives, told with 
gusto that very amusing, the circumventing 
this Charlotte when she learns the truth about 
Fanny. 


all the familiar stuff comedy, but expertly 
told and though dialect novel may not everybody’s 
taste, yet the odd Devon constructions have charm. 
can very highly recommended for pleasant reading. 


Angela Cave, 
Manhattanville College 
the Sacred heart, 

Purchase, New York 


* * 


Saints Hell 
Doubleday. 


Cesbron, Gilbert 
Translated from the French John Russell. 
Apr. 1954. 312p. $3.75. 

The controversy over priest workers has been very 
much the headlines during the past year. Rome 
has reached the reluctant decision curtail 
pioneer work. The reasons are well known. Too often 
priests this work have fallen for the temptation 
subordinate the spiritual the temporal. Some have 
collaborated with the Communists. few even seem 
have been won over this ideology. 


Those interested going beyond the headlines and 
living the agonizing struggles the worker priests will 
find great help Gilbert Cesbron’s novel. Here 
have the story typical worker priest, Father Pierre. 
can accompany him his daily rounds—work 
the factory, Mass home night, efforts find food 
and housing for the wretched poor whose lot shares, 
and the political struggle bring about basic better- 
ment. 


the course these activities, Father Pierre became 
subject increasing criticism. was considered im- 
prudent. associated with Communists 
troubles with the police. was leading agitator 
strike. All this led complaints and finally sum- 
mons from the Archbishop. Father Pierre was told 
leave his work and monastery for period 
retreat. obeyed the order, but did not stay 
the monastery. had among workers, 
returned the coal pits where, boy, saw his 
father working. 


The spiritual agony Father Pierre, and the dull 
spair the forgotten poor suburb Paris, are 
portrayed with delicate insight and sympathy. too 
easy forget the sufferings the real poor and the 
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bitterness which these engender. Too often con- 
centrate Communism military threat and fail 
see that the hope many who have been given 
other hope. This story deserves wide audience. 
Let hope that gives many deeper understanding 
the issues which confronted the priest-workers 


France. 
John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


Webber, Gordon The Far Shore 
Little, Brown. Apr. 12, 1954. 237p. $3.50. 


unfortunate that this novel the sea should ap- 
pear after the reading public has been exposed the 
caliber Mister Roberts, The Caine Mutiny, and The 
Cruel Sea. Despite minor deficiencies, all were ex- 
tremly well-conceived and executed with remarkably 
interesting talent. fact, many people seem 
have read them that leads one wonder any 
novel about maritime adventures World War 
worth publishing. the past, particular genre has 
been known surfeit the taste the reading public 
and kill off any possibility deserving work reaching 
wider audience. This will the destiny The Far 
Shore. And I’m not sure but that won’t de- 
serve it! 


Lacking the scope Sea and the dramatic action 
Mutiny, Mr. Webber’s novel attempt give 
insight into the loneliness men sea. The author’s 
thesis that human beings exist apart, “but strive 
toward one another.” crisis invisible link 
formed and then “we live within the charmed circle 
Man.” All well and good—within limited con- 
ception the nature and destiny Man! And 
long reader resists criticizing the author for this 
unenlightened and sentimental view, can tolerate 
this novel, point, but only point, be- 
cause the basic material trite and unimaginative. 


What partly redeems the author’s deep interest 
his characters—the men aboard the Katy Dee. old 
hulk floating because the devotion and skill Chief 
Engineer Lindstrom, the Katy Dee assigned secret 
mission the Far Shore, previous the invasion 


Webber Smith 


Festung Europa. D-Day approaches the interrela- 
tions the ship’s crew and the Navy gun crew sta- 
tioned aboard her are presented. And they are pre- 
sented: for one the weaknesses the novel its 
lack profundity exploring the personalities in- 
volved the adventure. The author never gets much 
below the surface getting the reader feel the iden- 
tities particular human beings. Even the central 
character, Lt. John Lamb, remains shadowy figure 
the very end. Some the minor characters achieve 
sort type-identity: Rachun, the bos’n, good-hearted 
and loyal his supervisor; Lombardo, the noncon- 
formist, who resents authority; Mister Ball, the first 
mate, fat and full defense mechanisms against 
basically friendly world, disliking the Navy and all 
stands for; Brengold and Brown, buddies. Conven- 
tional, all them. 


tell what happens the Katy Dee and the men 
who lead her her rendezvous would deprive 
Webber his one strong value. Yet any perceptive 
reader, the light history, can discern the end— 
but not necessarily what happens the men. 
though comparisons are invidious, Wouk and Monsar- 
rat seem have worked all the gold out these veins; 
Webber has here some second-grade ore. 


John Coppinger, 
Operations Research Office, 
Johns Hopkins University, 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


* * * 


Smith, Lillian The Journey 
World Publishing Co. Apr. 19, 1954. 256p. $3.50. 

superior “This Believe,” written gracefully, sin- 
cerely and earnestly, which the author uses for 
springboard journey which should explore the past 
she had known and the present she might discover, and 
make clear she could what justification there might 
for faith humanity. From her childhood mem- 
ories come scenes connected with the village idiot 
spastic paralytic), deaf midget, crippled boy, and 
the Negro maid who filled her nights with terror and 
her mind with deliciously horrifying untruths. 
more disturbing, however, than were the whisperings 
among her elders that such and such disease death 
(tuberculosis, cerebral palsy, fevers which took deadly 
toll from childhood, etc.) was token God’s ven- 
geance will. Other scenes evoked energetically 
practical and heroic grandmother who yet lacked the 
imagination understand the human spirit. 

From her journey the present come reflections 
deserted little family cemetery with its eight child 
graves, culminating the conclusion that, though faith 
God’s will had probably saved their mother’s sanity, 
had not been sufficient save their lives. the 
other hand where man clings only material things, 
matter how glib his lip service God, find 
people like the one-time poor white who had worked 
his way ownership deluxe motel but had 
never risen about his narrow, dangerous prejudices. 


the same obscure origin the motel owner, but 
rich his acquired background and generous his 
impulses was another motor court owner who told the 
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Kantor Bargellini 


author about the country-school teacher who one 
year had fired the imagination her sharecropper 
pupils that they were never again the same. Surmount- 
ing different kind difficulty was her friend Marty 
whose small son lost both arms accident and 
whose husband was killed service. Other episodes 
comparable courage and poise are described more 
briefly. 


the end her journey the author realized not 
freedom, nor fortitude, nor loyalty that make for fine 
quality people, but rather honor which implies re- 
sponsibility and which not bestowed others but 
grown within man himself. And that the real 
enemy man absolute conformity, whether reli- 
gious scientific thinking, which controls men’s minds, 
inhibits growth, mutes their voices and creates un- 
founded pretensions power and perfection. She ends 
saying, lay down one’s power for others 
need; shake off the old ordeal and get ready for the 
new; question, knowing that never can the full an- 
swer found; accept uncertainties quietly, even our 
incomplete knowledge God: this what man’s jour- 
ney about, think.” 


thoughtful book, rich human values, skirts argu- 
ment and contentiousness skillfully, though occasionally 
one may find statement variance with Catholic 
teaching, (p. 49) the echo Rousseau, “It did not 
occur that miracle might sudden stumbling 
upon unknown law, law that had with 
man’s relationship with his universe.” Again (p. 239) 
one finds the flat statement that the church deliberately 
kept men ignorance order control them the 
more easily.” These are isolated, however. the 
other pan the balance the author’s ability make 
setting and people come alive, her passionate cry for 
brotherhood and understanding among men, and inci- 
dental reflections such those ordeals, death, 
and honor. Typical her gift for imaginative, 
colorful figure her interpretation Negro spirituals 
slave days, knew that they were talking 
over the white race’s head God, and doing it, 
they made the white man more than over- 
seer; their Master was their side.” 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Kantor, MacKinlay God and Country 
World Publishing Co. Feb. 1954. 128p. $2.00. 


expansion the story “The Man Who Stayed 
Home,” which appeared The Saturday Evening Post, 
this brief sketches, through series flashbacks, 
the life one Lemuel Siddons, small town scoutmaster. 
Lonely after the death his mother, and supporting 
himself with modest job, Lem drifts into scout work 
where his kindness and understanding win many boys 
from idleness delinquency scoutcraft and in- 
terest life. Lem meets and happily marries Vida, 
raises son, and sees him come successfully through 
World War II, only die suddenly plane accident. 


Best SELLERS 


Lem’s consolations are his wife, the Bible reading 
which the sorrows life have led him, 
national recognition exemplary scout leader. The 
book closes hopeful note, with Lem and Vida hap- 
pily preparing care for their orphaned grandchildren. 


The tone the story sentimental and the characteri- 
zation weak. Some the incidents (e.g., pp. 58-65) 
are trite and feeble that one wonders what age group 
Mr. Kantor has mind. However, the book all 
favor God, home and mother and, even though 
patronizing the first these (“So God and the ob- 
stetricians were gentlemanly and generous .”, 80), 
should pass for its good intentions. fairness the 
author, might mention that Virginia Kirkus and 
Burl Ives praised the volume highly; and in. fairness 
the Boy Scout movement, which admire and 
spect, let said that scoutmaster ever met was 
insipid Lem. 

Phillips Temple, 

Georgetown University Library, 

Washington 


David 


Bargellini, Piero 

Kenedy. Apr. 22, 1954. 165p. $3.50. 
Piero Bargellini has accomplished interesting piece 
work retelling the story David. There 
need, think, relating the familiar incidents the 
well-known life the poet-king; the story dramatic 
and significant, and Bargellini has not departed from 
the main lines the biblical original the Book 
Ruth and the first two Books Kings. What in- 
teresting about this version its more vivid lifelikeness 
compared with the source. This Bargellini has 
effected dwelling upon different aspects the story 
which the Bible are told almost curt manner, 
chronicle. Thus, for instance, makes David 
more plausible establishing his motivation; 
lending more body the locales various incidents 
through brief, concrete descriptions brings the narra- 
tive forward from remote more recent times. Chiefly 
through amplification the bare biblical phrase—not 
every case, but the proper moment— 
Bargellini has written very lovely version. fact, 
apparent throughout the book that the author has 
been attracted the David story more for aesthetic 
than moral reasons. Hence language, images, general 
tone, tend beautiful. David himself, though more 
credible, something less than the fully-drawn person 
appears the Bible. The sternly just Israelite 
king, the harsh and hard soldier, the lustful man—these 
sides David’s character are quite softened away; and 
their place Bargellini stresses more ideal David: 
the ancestor Jesus, the singer psalms, the hand- 
some, youthful hero, man deep feeling, generous 
victory, humble sin. This David obviously har- 
mony with the reverent spirit the book. any case, 
reading along with the biblical account should pro- 
vide interesting experience for everyone. 


Joseph Belvedere, 
Department English, 
St. Peter’s 
Jersey City, New Jersey 
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Fonseca, Rodolfo Tower Ivory 
Translated from the Spanish Turris Eburnea Walter 
Starkie, Litt.D. Messner. Apr. 26, 1954. 279p. $3.75. 


This book won the international prize which offered 
each year first novel José Janés, publisher 
Barcelona. some respects really prize material; 
others find much less worthy any such singling 
out. 


the first place the subject matter for this novel 
soul-shattering. Fifteen young women who left Italy 
missionaries China are returning their own 
country after having been subjected singularly vicious 
torture some the Chinese soldiery. the time 
their interview with the Holy Father, calls be- 
fore them the whole army the Church’s martyrs, the 
maimed, the mutilated, the burned alive. And they 
must join this procession, for their physical integrity 
lost, and for each them double life virgin and 
mother may wait make infinitely precious demands. 
The questions posed are: shall each one her way 
outside the convent and try remake her life ac- 
cording the new demands which may made upon 
her; shall they wait together until they know which 
them will asked bear the double burden 
virginity and motherhood and then re-arrange their 
lives accordingly within the framework the religious 
life? One decides leave the group and alone. 
The others decide wait. This truly powerful 
theme and the author has presented with under- 
standing and delicacy. But seems me, lacks 
the technical skill necessary vivify this theme, tell 
the story compellingly and glorify the peculiarly 
modern martyr. 


Mr. Fonseca taxes our credulity the breaking point. 
asks believe that this situation all works 
itself out with mathematical precision. The Superior 
the strong and valiant woman whom nothing dis- 
turbs, the rock upon which all the others lean very 
heavily. One woman leaves the community; two chil- 
dren are born: one, boy, misshapen and ugly, the 
other, girl, beautiful and bewitchingly attractive. One, 
the boy, dies few days after his birth and his mother 
loses her reason; the other, the girl, grows into charm- 
ing child and adopted very rich and very worthy 
Roman couple “willing keep secret all their lives.” 
too pat. But just when the reader apt think 
that the story over and all ending well, part two 
the temptress introduced the person the young 
woman (now grown older and less physically attrac- 
tive) who left the group when they first returned 
Rome. The little girl, married now Philip, some- 
what rake, crushed his affair with Juana, and 
Juana futilely warned off the mother the child, 
falls her death from open window during the 
frightful and frightening interview sought the dis- 
tracted mother. Could anything more contrived? 
Could anything more frustrating? 
woman grapple with her difficulties, physical, emo- 
tional, spiritual, would have been witness the growth 
soul small way. Instead, Mr. Fonseca has 
given weak novel with hesitant manipulation 
serious problems. The book tends become the story 
the child rather than the story the mother. 


Fonseca Wilbur 


This book translated from the Spanish and the trans- 
lation done able scholar, Irish-born and in- 
ternationally minded Fellow Trinity College, Dublin. 
himself writer and ardent student all that 
Spanish. But Spanish style and English style are 
two different things and translator faces the difficult 
problem their reconciliation. Shall keep the 
the Romance language shall abandon 
it? find the retained flavor little dismaying some 
parts this book. For example, the words the Holy 
Father “echoed like murmuring brook the silence 
the tomb.” began speak “every eye filled 
with tears, though moistened the gentle rain 
calm day autumn” (p. 35). Addolorata seems 
her adopted parents “like breeze spring that per- 
fumes the air caresses the flowers” (p. 190). 
Addolorata and her mother are leaving Rome together 
long last, “Addolorata asked the driver stop. She 
descended and stood gazing the city. Her sorrow 
was noble this immortal landscape” (p. 273). 
This not the strong prose demanded English 
the subject matter. 


Because the subject matter this book not suitable 
for every reader; because the faults craftsmanship 
and style the discriminating reader will disappointed 
what reads. 

Sister Mary William, 

The College St. Catherine, 

St. Paul, Minnesota 


Wilbur, William (Gen. Army) 
Guideposts the Future 
Apr. 26, 1954. 176p. $2.50. 
Incisively written, Guideposts the Future brief, 
accurate analysis American foreign policy during the 
last nine years. The purpose the volume three- 
fold: (1) summary the major steps foreign 
policy, including both the successes and the failures; 
(2) portrayal foreign reactions American 
cies; (3) the erection clear and unmistakeable guide- 
posts for the future conduct new American foreign 
policy which will make possible “the peaceful world, 
for which we, the American people, yearn sincerely” 
(p. This reviewer would like write “mission 
accomplished” all three scores, but only prophet 
the citizen tomorrow can judge the success 
failure policy based the lessons contained the 


Guideposts. 


This book pipe dream. the result thirty 
years spent visiting all parts the world and 
holding conferences with important political and in- 
dustrial leaders other countries. Consequently the 
author, General William brought 
literary task above-average ccrapetency. 
loving Quaker ancestry did not block his road dis- 
tinguished record combat soldier and fighting 
leader World War II. General Patton’s recom- 
mendation General Wilbur was awarded the Congres- 
sional Medal Honor. significant the 
author’s background are various periods high level 
foreign service and the inevitable cultivation diplo- 
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matic contacts. has been serious student 
the extensive surveys made the vital areas the 
world. first hand has examined the social, poli- 
tical and economic developments Russia, the Bal- 
kans, Japan, Korea, China, North Africa, Central 
America and all the countries Western Europe. 
There can doubt that the General was qualified 
write his book. 


The succinct summary man-made decisions from 
Yalta 1945 the present Korean Armistice comprise 
the fifteen informative chapters from pen. 
Special emphasis placed the Yalta conference 
which the author lists the major event, the founda- 
tion stone our post-war foreign policy. best 
was dishonest bargain that had kept secret for 
more than two years. many 
Americans today, that Franklin Roosevelt’s executive 
horse-trading Yalta necessarily set the tone Ameri- 
can foreign policy. Looked through Chinese eyes 
the action the American president was indefensible. 
China, our friendly ally, was betrayed. siphoned 
off territory that did not belong us. the strength 
one the F.D.R.’s now infamous “hunches,” the 
American government surrendered the liberties mil- 
lions Chinese Manchuria into the hands Rus- 
sian tyrants. The sad tale General Marshall’s mis- 
sion China strikingly summarized, though little 
new material added. When Marshall finally reversed 
his field, Wilbur points out that “very few Chinese ever 
knew the American repentance the death bed 
China (p. 7). the book foreign policy failure 
also listed the Potsdam Conference where the United 
States bartered away the liberties the Polish people. 
Such conduct was wholly un-American and many 
thinking people will concur General Wilbur’s judg- 
ment. Nor can said that true American principles 
prevailed the unfortunate cases Lybya, Syria and 
Lebanon. 


The picture not entirely black. Chapter three, “Some 
Notable Successes,” lauds the Truman Doctrine 
Greece and Turkey. Success here, writes Wilbur, was 
due American initiative, “no effort being made share 
responsibility with other powers. forthrightly op- 
posed Russia” (p. the candor on-the- 
spot observer, General Wilbur praises the success 
the Berlin well the decisive action and 
leadership found the steps taken make Western 
Germany into single economic unit “Operation 
Bizonia.” The author his best evaluating the 
results the Marshall Plan country country. Though 
far from blind the partial failures the Plan 
England and France, Wilbur contends that “it was the 
most important successes attained American post- 
war foreign policy (and) its most striking lesson 
lies the fact that was initiated America alone” 


(p. 34). 


Particularly valuable this volume are the chapters 
dealing with our potential allies (pp. 44-64) and with 
the operation “Point Four” (pp. 81-96). Equally 
important and stimulating are the author’s views and 
recommendations the future strategy psychologi- 
cal war, the perennial “Struggle Men’s Minds” (pp. 
120-136; passim). The dim view taken the United 
Nations deserves constructive consideration the 


The Secret Diary Harold Ickes, Vol. 


Best 


friends that organization. Compelling the chapter 
Korea, subject close the heart author who 
was sought Syngman Rhee economic adviser, 
when the Republic Korea was organized. student 
foreign policy can afford overlook Wilbur’s presen- 


tation the Korean viewpoint and the lessons 


draws from it. Are the free nations the world 
“actually going scuttle and run before the anti-God, 
anti-Christ, atheistic gangsters the (p. 


153). 


short, this volume plea for new foreign policy 


based firmly Christian philosophy; policy forward 


looking and courageous; policy built balance 
power favorable rather than principle 
collective security. How accomplish con- 
tinue membership the United Nations, urges Wilbur, 
yet all the while taking steps transfer all important 
problems from the United Nations regional groups 
handle them direct action with the country 
countries concerned. These are some the “Guide- 
posts the Future.” The book worthwhile, clearly 
written, factually accurate—a welcome manual for stu- 
dents and statesmen who believe with the author that 
“the free world yearning for leadership; that the 
United States should assume that leadership with forth- 
rightness, with courage, and plane honesty, 
fairness and decision” (p. 167). 


Harry Sievers, 
West Baden College, 
West Baden Springs, Indiana 
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Preface Mrs. Jane Ickes. Simon Schuster. 


30, 1954. 738p. $6.00. 

History diary form always carries with certain 
fascination. has freshness and intirnacy which may 
lacking more balanced and reasoned story. The 
reader has the sense being present great decisions, 
having his own private newsreel both trivial and 
momentous happenings. the same time, this genre 
has its serious limitations. Not only does present 
one person’s viewpoint complex events, but may 
not even give his definitive judgment matters dis- 
cussed. 


The Ickes diary, the first volume which has been 
published, has both the virtues and limitations first- 
person history. have here his interpretations and 
comments upon the momentous first term the New 
Deal. the close focus personal participation, 
events take new and perhaps somewhat distorted 
appearance. Major programs, such those involving 
relief and public works, are sometimes presented the 
light personalities and narrow bickerings. The Presi- 
dent himself seen improviser and manipulator, 
who somehow manages use successfully 
triguing cohort advisers. 


Apr. 


The President’s family shown most unfavorable 
light. His wife presented incompetent meddler 
who nonetheless enjoys real power. Several his sons 
are accused trading upon their father’s name their 
own financial advantage. Projects which involved the 
spending billions and which affected the welfare 
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the entire nation were often the playthings narrow 
ambition. 


Ickes himself does not emerge unscathed 
diaries. seems singularly irresolute the face 
situations which would call for his resignation. When 
resignation submitted, quite anxious and will- 
ing talked out it. seems vain about his 
own accomplishments. Apparently relished feuding 
with Hopkins, Morgenthau, and other associates the 
President. 


Yet has written authentic, though one-sided, history. 
This volume must considered one the necessary 
reference works for history this period. Other 
sources will contribute different facts and interpreta- 
tions. From them all some future historian may secure 
accurate and balanced story this turbulent yet 
fascinating period. 

John Cronin, S.S., 

Washington, 


Padre Pro 


Royer, 
Kenedy. Apr. 1954. 248p. $3.50. 


Twenty-five years ago, there raged south the border, 
Mexico, diabolical persecution the Church, 
under the presidency Plutarco Calles. Today that 
unhappy and bloody page Mexican history almost 
forgotten, unless the name Father Miguel Pro, 
recalled. Then remembered that one the 
most brazen and unjust crimes that was ever committed 
against the Church, was perpetrated when Miguel Pro 
faced firing squad one morning November, 1927. 
Father Pro’s bravery and heroism again revived 
Royer’s Padre Pro, and her glowing tribute 
this man vividly brings mind the ruthless regime 
Calles and his henchmen, well the sterling faith 
and courage Mexican Catholics who opposed such 
tyranny. 


Miguel Pro was not exceptional child, nor did 
prove otherwise young man. Instead, 
lived normal life, notable perhaps for its manly piety, 
and gave little, any, indication what his future 
would be. Until his twentieth year did not seem 
even destined become Jesuit. Instead, appeared 
that might follow his father’s footsteps and become 
engineer. Yet, after had passed his twen- 
tieth birthday, joined the Society Jesus. 


prospective Jesuit, Miguel Pro was confronted 
with some unusual obstacles; his previous education 
had been desultory, not the customary training the 
humanities which required all Jesuit novices; also 
was somewhat older than his fellow novices; then, 
the time entered the novitiate, there was begin- 
ning Mexico the systematic persecution the 
Church. 


Faced with the necessity supplementing the defects 
his previous education, Miguel Pro also had spend 
most his religious life abroad: California, Spain, 

elgium and Nicaragua. Furthermore, his health was 
always threatening, sometimes even his life. However, 
with his stamina and his devotion God and His 


Royer Potter 


Blessed Mother, Miguel Pro survived ordained 
priest, far from his beloved Mexico. year, 
though, was back his native land. 


There found himself fugitive, forced resort 
disguises and ruses carry ministry which was 
overwhelming, for was one the few priests avail- 
able Mexico City. This life, with its excitement, its 
danger, its taxing demands, was quite brief, for 
November, 1927, was arrested, apparently for par- 
ticipating assassination attempt President-elect 
Obregon’s life. was guiltless, course, but that 
meant nothing, for Calles was determined extermi- 
nate all priests, and Miguel Pro few days later was 
executed firing squad, challenging them with the 
cry, Viva Cristo Rey! 


Such, brief, Padre Pro, book that warm, ap- 
pealing and inspiring; work that etches well the Latin 
American scene (particularly the family life the 
Pros), the color and the emotion peculiar the 
Mexican. Father Pro made memorable, 
study should much aid the cause his canoniza- 
tion which was initiated after the twenty-fifth anni- 
versary his martyrdom. should also serve 
reminder that today there are many other Father Pros, 
fulfilling the same fugitive ministry, destined for the 
same cruel death, behind the Iron Curtain. 


One question might raised regarding this book: why 
the word fulsome used page 59? 


Brendan Larnen, 
Providence Rhode Island 
Providence College, 


Potter, Charles Francis The Faiths Men Live 
Prentice-Hall. Apr. 12, 1954. 323p. $3.95. 


Charles Francis Potter well-known clergyman 
New York City. first became prominent the 
Biblical expert the famous Scopes Trial Dayton, 
Tennessee. has also written number books 
religious subjects and leader the “Humanists,” 
group men who “cannot any longer believe the vari- 
ous creeds and are willing base their convictions 
respect for man spiritual and moral being.” 


the introduction the present work gives his 
opinion about the origin religion. believes that 
began with animism the belief nature power and 
forces, then passed polytheism, henoticism, 
which the emergence one god the greatest all, 
and finally monotheism. Next devotes separate 
chapters the “ethnic world faiths,” and each 
one explains how began and what are its principal 
teachings. concludes with some statistics about the 
number churchgoers the United States. 


not difficult believe that Mr. Potter spent six 
years the writing this book for first had make 
complete study each religious body before could 
summarize the main facts about chapter 
fifteen twenty pages. His purpose “to help people 
appreciate the good religions other than their own,” 
and “enable those particular faith pick one 
they like formulate private one.” also his 
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hope that “world unity can encouraged and fostered 
sympathetic appreciation other faiths.” 


Though the author has evidently tried objective 
his account Catholic beliefs and practices far from 
satisfactory. will also come surprise learn that 
the main cause the disastrous Eastern Schism the 
eleventh century was the conduct the Crusaders. 
His statement that the Holy See opposed the use the 
term “Filioque” until had been approved Charle- 
magne runs counter the facts. But have more 
fundamental objections his book. denies that 
God sent His only-begotten Son earth order 


Best SELLERs 


establish Church for the whole human race and that 


alone contains all the truths necessary for salvation. 
Secondly, his whole treatment implies that all religions 
are equally good and true even though they may differ 
such fundamental doctrines the Trinity and the 


Incarnation. And lastly, somehow reaches the con- 
clusion that the splits within Christianity are not proofs 


weakness but “healthy signs that Christianity still 
alive and vigorous.” 
Stephen McKenna, C.S.S.R., 


Church Immaculate Conception, 
New York, New York 
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